The National Constitution of the Taipan Catamaran Association of Australia Incorporated


CHAMPIONSHIP RULES

Taipan Catamaran Association of Australia

Championship Rules

1.0 
Responsibility for Venue and Organisation

1.1 
A copy of these rules will be supplied to the Host Club who must in turn assure the Taipan Catamaran Association of Australia (herein after referred to as “the TCAA”) that they can comply with these rules.

1.2 
Participation by sponsors shall be as prescribed by the ISAF. Naming of the event shall be approved by the TCAA.

2.0 
Appointment of a Protest Committee and their terms of reference.

2.1 
A Protest Committee shall be appointed as provided under the ISAF Racing Rules Appendix Q.

2.2 
The Protest Committee shall include at least one person with experience in a Catamaran Class.

2.3 
The Protest Committee shall be approved by the TCAA.

3.0 
Eligibility and Entries

3.1 
The skipper or crew of each yacht shall be a member of the TCAA

3.2 
After the first race of the series, helmsperson or crew substitutes shall be allowed in case of sickness, accident or special circumstances and only with written permission of the Race Committee.

4.0 
Measurement

4.1 
The host club shall provide facilities for the complete measurement of boats.

4.2 
A Chief Measurer shall be appointed and subject to approval by the TCAA.

4.3 
A boat may not be allowed to race unless a valid measurement certificate (acceptable to the measurer), issued by a State Association is presented or otherwise confirmed.

4.4 
Minimum check measurements selected from Class Rules shall be determined by the Chief Measurer. This may be used in place of a measurement certificate at the discretion of the Chief Measurer.

4.5 
Other measurements may be required by the Chief Measurer.

4.6 
All Sails to be used at an event shall measure in accordance with Class Rules. It is the Skipper’s responsibility to ensure the sails confirm with the class rules. Sail tags must be signed and affixed to all 4.9 sails manufactured after November 1998.

4.7 
Each Boat may measure only one complete set of equipment, which includes one mainsail for cat-rigged boats and one mainsail and two headsails for sloop rigged boats. The Race Committee may allow replacement of any items damaged beyond repair. Such items must measure within the Class Rules to the satisfaction of the Chief Measurer.

4.8 
The Chief Measurer must sign the nominated sails, Eg: Nats 200# AUS001 (Signature). Measurement will be provided at the Club to allow any competitor to check their conformity with the Class Rules.

4.9 
Any repairs which could affect measurement shall be reported to and be under the control of the Race/Protest Committee.

4.10
No official measurement shall take place after Race 1 except as the result of protest, or due to replacement, alteration or repair of any item.

4.11 
No competitor may protest a question of measurement later than the normal protest time applying to Race 1 – except on the grounds that there has been subsequent alteration of the boat or its equipment.

4.12 
Corrector weights where necessary must be affixed to the boat in a visible position.

5.0 
Racing Rules and Conditions

5.1 
All Taipan Class Regattas shall be governed by the 2001/2004 ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) except as modified by the Taipan Class Rules, these Championship Rules and the Sailing Instructions for each event.

5.2 
The Sailing Instructions must conform to the RRS and must be approved by the TCAA prior to the commencement of the event.

5.3 
Races may be abandoned if the Race Committee believes that fair sailing has been compromised.

5.4 
There shall be a minimum of two rescue boats on the water for any race to be started or continued.

5.5 
No races shall be started if the average wind is less than 4 knots or more than 22 knots.

6.0 
Notices to Competitors Made Ashore

6.1 
Notices to Competitors including any changes to the Schedule of Races or the Sailing  Instructions shall be made on an official notice board located near the Host Club.

6.2 
Signals made ashore will be displayed on a flagstaff located near the Host Club.

6.3 
Any changes to the Sailing Instructions shall be posted before 09:00 hours on the day that they take effect except any change to the Schedule of Races shall be posted prior to 20:00 hours on the day before it will take effect.

7.0 
The Course

7.1 
The Taipan Championship Course is shown in Appendix 3.

7.2 
The Sequence of mark roundings for the Taipan Championship Course shall be: Start – 1 – 2 – 3A/3B – 1 – 2 – 3A/3B – 1 – 2 – 3A – 4(Finish)

7.3 
The windward marks 1 and 2 shall be rounded to port.

7.4 
The leeward marks 3A and 3B shall be set as a gate. All boats shall pass through the gate entering from the direction of Mark 2 before rounding Mark 3A to port or 3B to starboard.

7.5 
The course length shall normally be set so the race will last approximately 40-60 minutes in the anticipated wind conditions. A race time outside this shall not be grounds for redress.

7.6 
The starting line should be the length in metres approximately 2.5 times the number of boats starting. Eg: 50 Boats in largest division, Start line 125 metres (50*2.5)

7.7 
The leeward gate should be 6 boat lengths apart. For large fleets (50 or greater) this distance may be extended to 8 boat lengths if necessary.

7.8 
A change of course after the start will be signaled before the leading boat has begun the leg, although the new mark may not yet be in position. Any mark to be rounded after rounding the new mark may be relocated to maintain the original configuration. When in a subsequent change of course a new mark is replaced, it will be replaced with the original mark.

7.9 
A change of course will be signaled by the Race Committee boat, which will display code flag “C” to indicate the next mark has been shifted. Sound signals will be made to alert competitors.

7.10
Courses shall not be shortened but can be abandoned in accordance with RRS 32.

8.0 
The Start/Finish

8.1 
Races shall be started in accordance with RRS 26

8.2 
The start line and the finish line shall be between the flagstaff on the start/finish boat and a mark as described in the Sailing Instructions.

8.3 
Recalls will be signaled in accordance with RRS 29, 30.1 and 30.3 only.

9.0 
Time Limit

9.1 
A race shall be abandoned if no boat finishes within 90 minutes. Boats failing to finish within 30 minutes after the first boat shall be deemed not to have finished and shall be scored as a DNF.

9.2 
If the wind reduces to less than 3 knots for a period of 15 minutes or more before the first boat finishes, then the race should be abandoned.

9.3 
If during a race the wind significantly shifts to preclude fair sailing, as determined by the Race Committee, the race should be abandoned.

10.0 
Scoring

10.1 
The Low Point System as in Appendix A of the RRS shall be used.

10.2 
Any race not conducted in compliance with the Class Championship Rules as determined by TCAA may be disregarded.

10.3 
Provisional results should be posted on the Regatta Notice Board as soon as possible after the completion of each race.

10.4 
If four races are sailed, all four shall count.


If five races are sailed, four shall count.


If six races are sailed, five shall count.


If seven races are sailed, six shall count.


If eight races are sailed, seven shall count


If nine races are sailed, seven shall count.


If ten races are sailed, eight shall count.


If eleven races are sailed, nine shall count.


If twelve races are sailed, ten shall count.

11.0 
Protests

11.1 
Protests shall be written on the forms available from the host club Regatta Office no later than one hour after the Race Committee returns to Shore after the last race of the day. There shall be no protest fee.

11.2 
When a boat infringes a rule of RRS Part 2, the Alternative Penalty Rule 44.2 shall apply, except that the 720 degree turn shall be replaced by a 360 degree turn and shall include one tack and one gybe.

12.0 
Insurance and Disclaimer

12.1 
A valid third party insurance for a minimum of $2,000,000 AUD shall exist for each participating boat and proof of this insurance shall be available at all times.

13.0 
Course Diagram
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15.0 
Recommendations to Organising & Race Committees

15.1 
The primary purpose of the Taipan Championship Rules is to simplify the Sailing Instructions for each event. In summary, the only points that should be required for the Sailing Instructions are:-

· The Venue, Host Club Name ad National Authority organising the event.

· The colour of the original course and altered course marks.

· The Start/Finish mark.

· The dates and schedule of races.

· The social calendar.

15.2
The Windward-Leeward distance should vary between 0.6nm for light wind and 1-1.2nm in strong wind. This distance can also vary depending on fleet size.

15.3
When greater than 2 races per day are being sailed the target time for the race should be closer to 40 minutes than 60 minutes.

15.4
The wind strength shall be measured and recorded at regular intervals using a wind meter when the lower and upper limits may be in question as described in the Championship Rules. These readings should be made available to the Association if required.

15.5
In relation to Championship Rule 9.0 apart from the Flags/Signals used for racing, no other flags shall be flown from the Start/Finish Vessel without prior permission of the Association.
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