Sugarloaf Marathon 2010
From Greig  AUS 295
This was my 6th or 7th crack at this.  With the Sugarloaf gun Sabre sailor off at the State Tiles, things were looking promising this year.  
The first 2.5 hours were spent getting around the first lap of 3.5 nautical miles.  That’s right we were belting along at about 1.4 Knots.   This is hard work.  You have to concentrate every minute over a couple of hours to pick up every little puff and there are big decisions to make.    
For the first time in several years Sugarloaf’s biggest Island, referred to as Gilligans for want of a real name, had navigable water all the way around it.   

The most important decision in light winds is which side of Gilligans  do I sail,     the windy side or the short cut side.  I went for the windy side.  Colin on AUS 113 and 80% of the fleet took the short cut.   As a result, Colin completed that lap 7 minutes ahead.  Rats!
With a real wind setting in at about 13:00, the Taipan average speeds shot up to around 10 knots on dead flat water and we ended up sailing 6 laps or around 30 nautical miles in the remaining available time.   The record is held by a Taipan at 14 laps.  

Colin was too good on that first lap and AUS 113 got home ahead winning with an average corrected lap time of 36 seconds ahead of the next boat, a Sabre and beating the other Taipans by at least a minute on average lap times.  Our world Champ Servo controlled Access Dinghy Sailor had gear failure.  So things fell into place with the chalking up of our second Taipan Sugarloaf Marathon win.  
For me, there is always next year and it will take a lot more than a whimsy to send me around the wrong side of that island. 
